Inhalation of the propeller from a spinhaler.
A 39 yr old man with a 5 yr history of asthma opened his spinhaler to inspect it. He sucked at the capsule to see if its contents were damp. The capsule and propeller came off the spindle, and he aspirated them. He attended a casualty department. The chest radiogram was normal. Over the next three months he developed dypnoea and pain in his chest. He also noticed a whistling noise from his chest, more marked when he lay on his right side. On renewed examination, expiration was prolonged over the right side of the chest, and an occasional whistling wheeze could be heard on that side. A renewed chest radiogram was normal. By means of rigid bronchoscopy, the spindle was removed from its lodged position in the right intermediary bronchus just beyond the orifice to the right upper lobe.